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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 17, 2023

Fr. Luke Thielen, Pastor
frluke @sjoakley.org

Reverend Mr. Mike Brungardt
mlocker@st-tel.net

Reverend Mr. Dennis Engel
ddengel@outlook.com

PARISH OFFICE & RECTORY
625 Freeman Ave.
Oakley, KS 67748

Phone: 785-671-3828

Secretary: Mrs. Teresa Stephens (673-3063)
parish@sjoakley.org or
stpaulangelus@gmail.com
Office Hours: Tues. & Fri.

ST. JOSEPH DIRECTORS/COORDINATORS

Director of Religious Education
Mrs. Barb Hemmert
Phone: (785)-672-2432
E-mail: kbhemmert@st-tel.net
Music Coordinator
Mrs. Heliana Halbleib
Cell: (785)-672-0258
E-mail: thhalbleib@st-tel.net

ST. PAUL DIRECTORS/COORDINATORS

Director of Religious Education
Mrs. Amanda Ostmeyer
E-mail: ostmeyerjaj@yahoo.com
Phone: (785)-443-2728
Music Coordinator
Mrs. Albie Kuhlman
Phone: (785)-899-6969
ST. JOSEPH GRADE SCHOOL
725 Freeman Ave.
Oakley, KS 67748
Phone: 785-671-4451
Fax: 785-671-3919

Principal: Mrs. Michelle Selzer
principal@sjoakley.org

Secretary: Mrs. Vicky Joseph
schooloffice@sjoakley.org
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What is special about the Third Sunday of Advent? For much of
the Church’s history, this Sunday had a special name: “Gaudete”
Sunday. The traditions surrounding this Sunday go back as far
as the fourth or fifth century, as does the season of Advent itself.

_— Advent, our preparation for Christmas, was originally a forty-
day penitential season like Lent. In fact, since it used to begin on November 12
(Just after the Memorial of St. Martin of Tours), it was called “St. Martin’s
Lent.” “Gaudete Sunday” was the Advent counterpart t0 “Laetare Sunday,”
which marks the mid-point in Lent. On Gaudete Sunday, the season of Advent
shifts its focus. For the first two weeks of Advent, the focus can be summed up
in the phrase, “The Lord is coming.” But beginning with Gaudete Sunday, the
summary might be, “The Lord is near.” This shift is marked by a lighter mood
and a heightened sense of joyous anticipation. Liturgically, the colors lighten as
well. The priest usually wears rose-colored vestments, a hue seen only on
Gaudete Sunday and Laetare Sunday. On this day, we light the third candle of
the Advent wreath, which is also rose-colored, or if you prefer, pink. The word
“Gaudete” is Latin for “Rejoice.” This celebration is a reminder that God who
loves us is still in charge and that we await his coming not with fear, but with
tremendous joy. Today’s Second Reading, from the First Letter of St. Paul to
the Thessalonians, reflects this joy: “Brothers and sisters: Rejoice always. Pray
without ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God for
you in Christ Jesus.”

On Tuesday, December 19th, Bishop Vincke will be visiting our parishes. It also
happens St. Paul’s communal penance service is Tuesday evening. In addition
to confessions, Bishop Vincke will be giving a short talk. Everyone is welcome
to attend, regardless of if you will be participating in the penance service.

Thursday evening will be the communal penance service in Oakley beginning

at 5pm. There will be three priests available for a while. Fr. Luke will remain in
the confessional until 7pm or until confessions are finished if it is after 7pm.

ST. JOSEPH NEWS

If you have not received your contribution envelopes in the mail, they should be
arriving soon. This will be the new method of distributing contribution
envelopes instead of yearly boxes. | believe they will be delivered quarterly. If
you did not receive your contribution envelopes and wish to receive them, please
contact Fr. Luke as soon as possible.

ST. PAUL NEWS

Bishop Vincke will be here for Mass this Wednesday
morning at 7:30am. Coffee and rolls will be served after
Mass in the church basement. All are welcome!!!

The Knights of Columbus are having their annual Men’s
Steak fry on Thursday December 21%at the Hall in
Angelus starting at 5:30pm.

Capital Campaign Update: $638K pledged and $321K in
the bank. Thank you for your continued support!!!!
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f’ﬁ Oakley: $13,711.38  Angelus: $1,167.00
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Any allegation of the abuse of a minor, may be reported to the
Kansas Protection Report Center

800.922.5330 KBI Crime Hotline800.572.7463

Or ClergyAbuse@kbi.ks.gov.  The Diocese of Salina fully
participates in all criminal investigations related to abuse
perpetrated by a member of the clergy or other church official. For
the safety of children and healing of those who have suffered abuse,
the Diocese of Salina provides Hotline: 866.752.8855 #1067
Website: www.reportandprotect.com,
Email:reportabuse@salinadiocese.org Reports will be responded to
promptly by the Victim Assistance Coordinator “Rescue me, Lord,
from my foes, for I seek refuge in you.” - Psalm 143:9 Safe
Environment Office Diocese of Salina To report an incident of
sexual abuse and related misconduct by

a Bishop or Religious Superior currently or in the past, the Catholic
Bishop Abuse Reporting
Services  provides a
reportbishopabuse.org
All reports are confidential with the exception of those involving
the abuse of minors which will be immediately reported by the
Diocese to the proper authorities, as required by Kansas State Law
and Diocesan Policy. 7-2020

Hotline:  800-276.1562  Website:

DAILY SCHEDULE

Sat 16 — 5pm Mass - Parishioners
Sun 17 —8am Mass (Angelus) + Rita Beckman
10:30am Mass + Vesta Ostmeyer
18 — No Mass
19 — 8:30am Mass + Pauline Zimmerman
9:30am Bible Study
5-7pm Confessions at Angelus
20 — 7:30am Mass (Angelus) + Elinor Hickert Wiltfong
21 —7am Mass + Clara Zimmerman
5pm Confessions in Oakley
Fri 22 —7am Mass + LeRoy Heinrich
Sat 23 —5pm Mass + Charlotte Wasko
Sun 24 —8am Mass (Angelus) + Parishioners
10:30am Mass + Lillie Ludwig
5pm Mass + Todd Kuhlman
10:30pm Mass + Margie Schoenfeld
25 — 8am Mass (Angelus) + Wilfred & Donna Engel
10:30am Mass + Parishioners

Mon
Tues

Wed
Thur

Mon

Confessions 30 minutes before Weekend Masses, by appointment, or if
indicated on the schedule.

ST. JOSEPH PARISH COUNCIL
Mr. Darin Munk

Mr. David Manhart

Mrs. Penny Pfeifer

Mrs. Bridgit Bockwinkel

Mrs. Micheline Huffman

Mrs. Aimee Zimmerman - Chair
Mr. Mason Sheetz
Mr. Ethan Schwarz
Mrs. Dana Charles — Vice Chair

ST. JOSEPH FINANCE COUNCIL
Mrs. Betty Hockersmith
Mr. Darin Munk (Par. Co. Rep.)

Mrs. Delores Lockhart
Mr. Mark Campbell

Mrs. Susan Glassman Mr. Tom Halbleib

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL COUNCIL
Mrs. Kim Munk

Mr. Courtland Osborne
Mrs. Casey Zerr Mrs. Mary Urrego

Mr. Russ Kahle Mr. Jeff Kuhlman

Mrs. Bridgit Bockwinkel (Par. Co. Rep.)

ST. PAUL PARISH/FINANCE COUNCIL

Mr. Bernard Dickman Ms. Diane Solomon - Chair
Mr. Clem Fellhoelter Mr. Mark Rueschhoff

Mrs. Kristy Fellhoelter - Vice Chair Mrs. Kim Robben

Servers Volunteers Servers Ivan J., Shayden S. & Alexa W.
Saturday Lector Betty Hockersmith Sunday Lector Carrie Evins
Dec 23m - - Dec 24t - — - -
Gifts Curt & Lila Thompson Gifts Ken & Bridgit Bockwinkel Family
5pm 10:30 am
Hospitality Curt & Lila Thompson Hospitality Ken & Bridgit Bockwinkel Family

Servers Natalie Bixenman
sunday, Lectors Bill Kuhlman & Barney Dickman
Dec 24" EMHC Elsie Rietcheck
8am Gifts Murray & Millie Baalman
Hospitality Ron Lager, Larry Mense, Gary Ostmeyer & Jeff Ostmeyer
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